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ABSTRACT

This paper is an attempt to trace the history of a house located at 214
East Thirty-Fourth Street, Savannah, and the person who origimally owned the
land upon which the structure was built.

The ownership sequence contains nine names, beginning with Emily W.
Lovell, who owned the property before selling it to Pierre N. Holst, who
built a two-story Colomnial Revival home on it in 1906.

Chapter two of the paper focuses on the important dates and events in
Emily”s life. Beginning with her Salzburger roots, documented evidence of
the significant events in her life is presented along with colorful

anecdotes provided by her granddaughter, Mary L. Cope Sweat.
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CHAPTER I

The property described as "...THE EASTERN FIFTEEN (15) FEET OF LOT
THIRTY-SIX (36) AND THE WESTERN FORTY-FIVE (45) FEET OF LOT. THIRTY-SEVEN
(37), CUMMING WARD..."1 was originally part of Tyrcomnel Tything, Lot Five,
which was initially deeded to James Burnside.2

The house which now stands, albeit somewhat hesitantly, on 214 East
Thirty-Fourth Street, has had a long and colorful past. The land on which
it sits was owned by the subject of the biography portion of this paper,
Emily Lovell, who apparently sold it to Pierre N. Holst in 1904.3 The
Savannah Permits Register Index indicates that Pierre built a two-story
frame house on the property in 1906 valued at $2,500.4

Built in the Colomial Revival style popular from 1900-1930, the house
has a triangular gable commonly seen in that genre of architecture, as well
as what appear to be vestiges of shallow bay windows.5

Currently owned by the Coastal Area Habitat For Humanity, the
structure is destined to become a home for pregnant teenagers upon
completion of renovation.6 According to Tom McLaughlin, President of
Habitat, the house is an example of Ballow comstruction. The studs in the
outside walls of the house extend from the sills to the rafters, a type of
construction mo longer allowed.

The tables and photographs on the next few pages contain the Tything
layout, an enlargement of the area in questionm, a diagram and legal

description of the property, the house, a Cadastral Survey, and the

ownership sequence of the house.
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214 EAST THIRTY FOURTH STREET
N

Table 3

34 35 36 37 5%
\

JL2FAS NTOONIT ™

THIRTY FOURTH STREET™

ST- PAUL'S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

S
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

All those portions of those certain lots, tracts of land situate, lying
and being in the City of Savannah, Chatham County, Georgia, and known and
des:tgnateduponthemapandintheplanofsaid(lityofSavamaha.s'I‘HEEPSI’Em
FIFTERN (15) FEET OF LOT THIRTY SIX (36) AND THE WESTERN FORTY FIVE (45) FEET OF
0T THIRTY SEVEN (37), CUMMING WARD: said portions of said two (2) lots hereby
Qnveyed lying contiguous and together having a cambined frontage of Sixty (60)
feet on the Northern boundary line of Thirty fourth (34th) Street with a
[ectangular depth extending Northwardly of One Hundred Thirty (130) feet to a
lane, and as one body of land being bounded as follows: an the NORTH by a lane,
On the EAST by the remaining portion of said Lot Thirty Seven (37), said Ward, on
Yhe SOUTH by Thirty Fourth (34th) Street and on the WEST by the remaining portion
of said lot Thirty Six (36), said-Ward; ard containing the improvements thereon
) T according to the present numbering of houses in said City of Savannah as
11114 Fast 34th Street. Said described property being the identical land described
S @ Deed, dated september 12th, 1916, recorded in the office of the Clerk of the
- ~dPerior Court of Chatham County, Georgia, in Record Book 12 X, Folio 431,
®ecuted by Jessie M. O'Brien to Ethel C. Maxwell.
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DEED BOOK
8-V ,462

87,47

9-R,177
12-X,431

91-N,389

91-R,51

11-Q,539

128-T,487

132-w,819

PR e e s

TABLE 5

TITLE SEQUENCE OF PROPERTY AT
214 EAST THIRTY-FOURTH STREET
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

GRANTEE
Emily W. Lovell

Mortgage from Pierre to
U.S. Mortgage & Trust Co.

Pierre N. Holst

Jessie 0" Brien

Indenture between J. Ferris
Cann, Jr. and Guardian
Administrator of Estate of
Ethel Maxwell

Katherine Morgan Cann, et al.

Rose M. Fromberg
Executor”s Deed

George A. Williams

Two O Eight Leasing
Co., Inc.

(Transfer tax - $12,000. Cumming Ward.

DATE

1904

1905

1908

1916

1966

1967

1978

1985

1986

GRANTOR
Pierre N. Holst

Mortgage cancelled
March 18, 1910

William 0" Brien
Ethel Maxwell

Katherine Morgan Cann

Rose M. Fromberg
George A, Williams
Two O Eight Leasing
Co., Inc.

Coastal Area Habitat
For Humanity, Inc.

Eastern 15 feet of Lot 36 and Westerm 45 feet of Lot 37.
Address is 214 East Thirty-Fourth Street; same as 12-X,431,
dated 12 September 1916, Jessie 0" Brien to Ethel Maxwell.)
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CHAPTER II

Emily, the first born child of Mary M. Williams of New York and Israel
pDasher of Savannah, came into this world on February 4, 1849,7 followed by
her brother, Frank Wagner, three years 1ater.1

Israel”s family, the '"'Taeschers," or "Dashers," as they came to be
known, were among the first Salzburger emigrants who paid their own passage
over and settled in Ebenezar, Georgia, in 1741.2 Israel was the oldest of
twelve children born to Martin and Lydia W. Dasher, who were married October
13, 1813.3 Although the records only indicate four progeny from their
union, Israel”s granddaughter, Mary L. Cope Sweat, adamantly insists there
were twelve.

In this instance I believe Mary”s memory to be more accurate than the
written records. Not mentioned at all in the Salzburger documents5 is the
existence of Laura Lydia Dasher, who lived with Mary”s grandmother, Emily,
until her death in 1918.6‘ On the next page Laura Lydia appears in the
family photograph looking stermly into the camera. Mary contends the
spinster was a strict disciplinarian who quickly took punitive action
against wayward great—nieces.7 Indeed, the austere visage before us belies
the record and makes us glad to have not been around during Laura Lydia“s
Reign of Terror!

A glimpse of what life must have been like with severe maiden aunts
and extended families in large estates may be seen in a letter writtem by
Emily at the age of 15 to her cousin, Amanda.8 In it, she implores her
cousiu‘to come for a visit to help look after an ailing grandmother. As it
turned out, Amanda did come, and indeed, stayed for three years.

When Emily was nine, her father was a clerk at 141 Congress Street.10
The following year he was employed as a salesman for Hemry Lathrop & Co.,
—lym
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