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Philip Ulmer, a wealtny planter in soutieastern (ieor-
sia, was born in 17473, probahbly in western Chatham County,
ueorgia. uring his 1ife, ne fathered eleven children hy
two wives and died a wealthy man in 1856, at the age of
seventy-three. OGince both Philip's father and grandfather
also had the name of Philip Ulmer, this report will refer
to the grandfather as Philip I, the father as Philip II,
and the son, the focus of this report, as Philin III.

The name Ulmer is of German origin and means "for the
0ld Norse Ulfmaerr," and "owl—famed.”1 In n1d southern
Germany the name was Ula and Uivila.2 Ulmer and Ulfmar

are the Doomsday-Book forms from William the Conqueror's

census taken in the late eleventh Centur‘y.—5 Durine the
early periods surnames also derived their orifins from

some township.4 It is believed that the surname Ulmer or
Ulmar is a locality name deriving its origin from the town-

ship of Ulm, Germany.5

Philip Ulmer I, grandfather of Philip III, was bhorn in
Germany in the late 1600's or the early 1700's
wealthy and influential politician. He ha? the title of

andi hecame a

Baron Heinrich, but he got involved in a rebellion against
the goverament in the middle 1700's and all his land was
confiscated. ! Philip came to the United States in 1751 with
his wife Ann Guerry Ulmer8 and their three sons:; Philin 11,
are twelve, Adam, age ten, and Peter, age eirht.9 They set-
tled in Beaufort, South Carolinalo where Philino I and his
wife both died of smallpox11 the year it was bhad on the

South Carolina coast.

Philip 11 married Ann Howard of South Carolina in 1773173
and sometime prior to 178% thney moved to southeastern Geor-
gia.lA They had four children; William, born in 1775, Eliza
(or 3Betsy), born in 1777, Charles, born in 1779, and Philip

111, horn in 17#%, +° In 178% there was a Philivp "Ulmar" who
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signed a document along with 150 other Georgians stating
his Oath of Allegiance to Georgia and the Revolution. 1P
This oath was probably required of Philip since Philip II
had gotten assistance from the King of England in moving
to America.l’ Since Philip II was the only person in South
Carolina or Georgia with a name even close to Philip Ulmar

the two people were probably the same. -8

The first record of Philip II purchasing land was on
January 25, 1785 when ne bought *25 acres on the Black Creek
in Chatham County from John Ihly of South Carolina.19 On
April 4, 1785 Philip sold 150 acres of that land to Thomas
Wylley for 150 pounds Sterling.go For the nrice of 1500
pounds spice, and 425 acres in Chatham County, Philip bought
nineteen slaves from Wiiliam Page of South Carolina, on

January 1, 1790.21

On October 27, 1791 Philip II was required to pay 468
pounds for a loan he had cosigned with a man who had died.??
Philip borrowed 739 pounds from a South Carolina merchant on
June 16, 1792, using 475 acres and nineteen slaves as colla-
teral.”? At Cherokee Hill on August 8, 1796, Philip was al-
most beaten to death with swords, staves, knives, and whips
by Philip Ihly and Joseph Sopson.2% Philip sued for $500.00,
but only received $50.00.22 Philip sold 350 acres of land
in Granville County, South Carolina to his son Charly(Charles)
on November 17, 1800 for a token sum of ten shillings because

. : . 2
of his love for his :'—:on."6

On June %, 1806 Philip Ulmer II died at his Lauvrel Hill
Plantation in western Chatham County.?7 He left %wis wife,
Ann, $1,000.00, the family house 2and most of his land, and
$100.00 annually for the rest of her 1ife.”’2 He left land
70 his sons Charles and Philip, and he left a small sum of
money to his children William and Eliza and a larger sum to

his grundcnildren,zg
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On February 18, 1207, Ann ~ave her claim to the land
of Puilin Ulmer II Lo her sons Charles ant Philin in return
for $100.950 =nnually “rom each, two slaves for her use until
she died, and the family house.Bo At 12:00 noon nn Decemher
11, 1815, Ann ﬁied.Bl The church recoris for Salem Baptist
Church, where she was a member, stated she had heen sick

for twenty years prior tc 4ar death.32

The first cnild of Philip II and Ann Howard Mmer,
William, was born in 1775.33 In 1804 William was married
and the next year he 2and his wife had a son, John Philip
Ulmerfﬁﬁln 1806, when Philip II Adied, William received
$50.00 from the estate and John Philin received f;%'_’SOO.f')O.34
William died two years later, on September 22, 180%, and
in his will he stated he wanted his son John Philip to bhe
raised by his (William's) brother Philip Ulmer 7II "without
hinderance or molestation by anyone."35 William also left
his son all of his estate, except for $5.00 he left his
wife.56 In late 1820 John Philip Ulmer, nephew of Philip
Ulmer III was married to Sarah Brantley.37

Eliza (or Betsy) Ulmer, the second child of Philip II
and Ann Howard Ulmer, was born in 1777.38 In 1791, she and
John Fitzpatrick (or Fitzgerald) were married.gg They lived
at Cherokee Hilldo and had atleast three children.41 She
and her husband received $10.00 from the estate of Philip II
in 1806 and each of their three children received £3%00.00

apiece.4?

Charles, the third child of Philip II and Ann Howard

Ulmer, was torn in 177‘-7.43

In 1798, he married Ann Mary
Wisenbaker and they had atleant four children.4d When
Charles' father, Pujlip II Adied in 1206, Charles was left
250 acres of laad, whirh included the land Charles lived
on,45 which must have been owned by Philip II. Charles

also inherited several] slaves and his three children each

(%)
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received a slave.4b In late 1208, Charles' wife and two

~

. g .
of their children died. he 'ext year Charles married a

widow named Kesiah Wilkins.49 They had atleast two children

before Kesiah died in 18?3.50 In 1816 Charles got two

Headright or Bounty Grants that amounted to exactly 1000
acres?”ACharles and Wary Fox, a widow, were married by

_ . . 51
Reverend Allen Sweat, of Salem Baptist Church,”” where Charles

2
was a member, on November 7, 1824.5'

In 1825 Charles bougnt for $1000.00 Laurel Hill
Plantation, which was also known as Coldbroo¥e Plantation,
from Effingham County Academy.S3 The body of land, amounting
to 986 acres, was situated in Effingham and Chatham

54

Counties. It consisted of seven different tracts and

was thirteen miles from Savannah and one mile from the

main Augusta Road.55 Charles made this his summer home.56

Charles and his third wife, kary, had atleast two ohildren.57
One of Mary's daughters by her previous marriage, married
one of Charles' sons by his previous marriagefﬁﬁln the
1830 Chatham Ccunty Census, Charles had five children

living with him and his wife and ten slaves. In late 1840
children and the talance of the estate to his wife, Maryfﬁg

Philip Ulmer IT1I, the fourth child of Philip I1 and

Ann Howard Ulmer was born in 1783.58

59

He- married a woman

named Jane prior to 1808, She wss nine years vounger,

probably around fifteen years old, when they goct married.éo

They had atleast seven children - William, Eliza Ann,
Charles, Joseph, John, Thoiras, and Georgeé%
died on October 14, 1826.°1 1In the 1820 Cencus Philin

1.2 . 5P
had seven children and twenty-eight slﬂves.b’

hefore Jane

Philip bousht and sold wmany tracts of land throughout
his life. Un Jdanuary 5, 1216 he boueht 124 acres of land

in Effingham County fror his brother, Charles, for Qdm@.mo'”z
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In 1817 Philip received 200 acres in Effinsham County
from a Headright or Bounty Graut.h4
slaves in 182365 and two more the next year66 for a

combined price of $126O.00.67 In 187”5 Philip hggrowed
$1400.00 from Samuel Wilkins of Liberty County. As

collateral for the transaction, Philip out up three
o}

Philip bought two

tracts of land amounting to 420 acres.

Philip was sued on January 11, 1825 hy Dr. Read
and Dr. Fraser for a $45.00 hill.7o The doctors had
gone out to Philip's farm, fifteen miles from Savannah,
to examine Philip who had trouble with one or both of
his testicles.71 Philip lost the csse and had to pay
the $45.00 plus $13.12 for court exnenses. '’

In 1827, the year after his first wife's death,
Philip married Elizabeth Mulryne,73 a native of New
York.74 She was seventeen years old, while Philip was

75

forty-four. In addition to several children from his
first marriage still living with him, he and Elizaheth

had four more children.76 These children were James
Oscar, Benjamin Franklin, Mary Virginia, and Noah Myers.77
In the 1830 Census, Philip had seven children living with

him and his wife, '8

On April 8, 1829 Philip bought 1160% acres in Chatham
and Effingham Counties fron his brother Charles for
%2?00.00.79 This land was originallv nine separate
tractsSO and was vrobably psrt of Laurel Hill Plantation,
where Philip II had lived. On this Tand, Philip either
built a house or converted tne house that was already on
the land for use as a summer home. This summer home

)
became known as Coldhrooire Plantation.bl

Cn July 4, 18%7 Fhilip went to Savannah for the

celetration and on his return trip home Jost £150.00 and

5)
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some business papers.J' A week later, in the Savannah

newspaper, he advertised a $20.00 reward for their
return.83 A slave of Philip's, named Llovd, ran away
in the late part of 1839 and Philip ran an ad in *he

paper offering a $100.00 reward.84

On January 1, 1840, Philip bourht Mulberry Grove
Plantation from Henry McAlpin for 315000.00.85 The
plantation, which nhad once belongzed to General Nathaniel
Greene86 and was where Eli Whitney invented the cotton
gin,87 contained 800 acres.88 His purchase included
thirty-cne acres of Drakies FPlantation that hordered
Fulberry Grove.89 The purchase of these pieces of land

qQ
extended Philip's property to tne Savannah River.“o

In the 1840 Effingham County Census, Philip had
93

seven of his children living with him and Elizabeth. -
Philip sold 325 acres bordering his land, on January
16, 1840 to Henry F. Backley for %400.00.92 On
February 20, 1841, Philip put two tracts of land
containing 2500 acres up for sale.93 The land was
sitvated upon the Black Creek, thirteen miles from
Savannah and one mile west of the Augusta Road.94
Both pieces of land contained sections that were

) 5
cleared for cotton ang rlce.g”

On February 1, 1848, Philip sold forty-five and
three quarters acres to Benjamin Langley.q6 Philip
'bought 260 acres on Black Creek from George P.
Harrison for ¥500.00 on November 15, 1850.%7 Philip
sold 2?60 acres in western Chatham County to C.H.
WcLeod on September ?5, 1855 for %700.00.98

In the 1240's and 1850'g Mulberry Grove onrospered
. .9
under Philip's ownersh1p.’9 In the 1850 Chatham County

Census Philin war listed as having §18020.00 in reanl
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estate.loo Along with his and Elira*eth's four children,

his forty year old son, Charles (from his first marriase),
101

also lived with them, On February 21, 1853 Philip
made his last land deal.lo2 It involved his purchase

™

of eighty-two acres in Effingham County from S.E. Miller
for $175.00,107

Three years later, on February 15, 1856, Philip

died at one of his plantations.lOA He was bhuried at

Coldbrooke Plantation by an undertaker named H.S.

105

Borgardus. The apvraisal of Philip's estate

listed forty-nine slaves, valued at almost £25000.00.106
Mulberry Grove was listed as having a value of $1%750.00

and his crops were appraised at several thousand
i}
107 Philip also owned railroad stock and live-

stock of different types.lo8 The estate was divided up

dollars.

. i . . . 9
among Pnhilip's children and his wife Ellzabeth.lo‘
Each verson's inheritance is discussed later in the

paper in each person's short biogravhy.

On July 8, 1856 an ad in a Savannah paner
announced the sale of Wulberry Grove by H.¥. Harrison,
executor of Philip's will.llo On December 2, 1856,
Zachariah M. Winkler bought the plantation “or
§14600.00, 111

Elizabeth, Philip's wife, was left seventv acres
on the west side of Augusta Road, which had been part

112 They had a home on this land.]13

of Mulberry Grove.
She was also left a horse ang buggy, all Philip's live-
stock, all his furniture, two slaves (Lloyd and Fanny),
and one-tenth of the remaining estate after certain

inheritances by Philip's children. 1In the 1260 Chatham

County Census, Elizabeth, then Fifty had 23020.00 in

- - 1132
real estate and $5000.00 in personal estate, ~V




114

William P, Ulmnmer, " the first child of Philinp IT1I
and Jane Ulmer, was born in 1808.115 In 1840 he was
1] ; g s

living in Chatham County, Georgia.i‘6 In 1850 William

Ulmer, then forty-three, was living in Effingham County
with Samuel White and family from South Carolina.N'7
When Philip died in 1856, before tne estate had heen

divided, William, on fugust 11, 1856, sold part of his

share of the estate for $450.00 to David R. Dillon, a

118 William's remaining share of the

119

Savannah attorney.
estate amounted to four slaves worth over £2350.00.
On September 13, 1857 William died, and was buried at

Coldbrooke Plantation.120 His tombhstone is still in the

family graveyard at the plantation.l21

Elizz Ann Ulmer, the second child of Philip III and
Jane, was born on Septenber 9, 1809 and died on April 4,
1818.122 Her tombstone, which still stands at Coldrrooke
Plantation, reads that she was nine years old, 123 hut
she actually was only eight, if the dates listed on her

tombstone are correct.

In 1810 Philip III and Mary Ulmer had their third
child, a son they named Charles.lp4 On Novembher 26, 1851
Charles and Susan Darby (or Dailey) were married by
125 When nis father died in 1856,
Charles received five slaves worth over $2350.00 as his
126 10 the 1860 Effingham County
Census, Charles was listed as a forty-nine year o014

farmer with $1800.00 worth of real estate and $3000.00
127

Reverend F.S. Sweat.

share of the estate.

worth of personal estate.

Joseph Thomas Ulmer, was the fourth child of
Philip TTI and Jane Ulmer.'?® te was bvorn in 1814 ang
on August 22, 1844, he was married to Jane Amanda
Y29 When Philip died in 1856, before the

estate had been divided, Joseph, then living in Cnffee

Prescott,

(%)




County, Georgia, sold part Anf his shore to David R,

. 130 .
Dillon, a Savannah attorney, for #300.00. Josenh's

remaining share amounted to three slaves worth over

$?350.OO.131

children.lBZ One of these was George Marion Ulmer,

133

Joseph and Amanda had atleast four

who married Cornelia Burch Nease on July 19, 1883,
One of their children was George Alwyn Ulmer who
married Elma E. Abbott on September 6, 19?1.134
George A. Ulmer, who row lives and works in Snringfield,
Georgia, is the son of George Alwyn and therefore the

‘%
135 Georse

great-great-grandson o7 Philip Ulmer III.
4. Ulmer was very gracious in sharing his personal
records of the Ulmers for this report., His great-
'grandfather, Joseph Thomas Ulmer, died on July 14,

1891, 20

In 1816 John P. Ulmer, the fifth child of Philip
131 John, a Chatham

. . 3 .
County farmer with twenty-nline slaves}’B married
139

III and Jane Ulmer was born.

Mary Catherine Wisenbaker on August 25, 18472,

140

They had atleast six children with one of then,

Alexander Campbell Ulmer, becoming the first mayor of

141 Alexander owned several

Tybee Island, Georgia.
nundred acres on Tybee and Hutchinson Islanﬁsl4? and
drowned while trying to rescue some of his cattle on
Hutchinson Island during a bad tornado in 139%.74°

John P. Ulmer died on August 28, 1856.144

The sixth child of Philip III and Jene Ulmer
145 He was born in 1819146

September 29, 1836, ne and Salety (or Setilla, or

was Thomas. and on

Letitia, or Setita) Ann Parrish were married hy
] , .
47 On June 14, 1844 Thom=as'

son was baptized at St. John's Parishng and on

Reverend hLewis ilyers,

Sentember 11, 1848, Thomas and two other children
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. . 149
were baptized at the same narish.

farmerlSO and after his death in Sentemher of 1848,

Thomas was a

YL 1, 1856, Jonn

and Laura Ulmer, children of Thomas and grandchildren

he was buried at St. John's Parish.

of Philip III received $1500.00 each from the estate of
Philip 111.152

George W. Ulmer, the seventh child of Philin IIT
and Jane Ulmer, was born in 18?1.153 On Octoter 28,
1849 he and Anne (or Annie A.) Walls were married by
Thomas Xden, a Justice of the Peace.154 In 1856,
George received four slaves worth over §2350.00 as his
share of his father's estate.155 In the 1860 Chatham
County Census, George was liste? as a thirty-five yesar
old farmer with a wife and four children.156 George
must have died prior to 1881 Since his wife, Annie A,
was listed in the 1881 Savannah City Directory as the

widow of G.W. Ulmer.157

James Oscar Ulmer was the first child of Philip IIT
158 He was born in 18?9159
and in the early part of 1847, he was sick and renvired

and Elizabeth Mulryne Ulmer.

atleast six visits or prescriptions from te doctor
w2rth 595.00.160 On October 6, 1853, he married Jane
Dugger.l61 When Philip III died, James received six
slaves worth a little over $3200.00 as his share of
Philip III's estate.16? After his father's death in
1856, the only mention of James is in the 1866 Savannah
City Directory, where a J.0. Ulmer is listeqd as living
at ”39 Bay Street.163

The second child of Philip III ang Elizabeth
Mulryne Ulmer was Benjamin Franklin Jlmer.164
born in 1832165 and when hilip IIT died in 1854,

Benjamin received five slaves worth alnost 23100, 90

He was

(109









































































































