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tall D'Lyon

revi Sheftall D'Lyon ‘b. Qct. 23,17%91-Savannan, 4. Aug.
Lev .

;d,18v-zavannah). A descendant of one of the 34 criginal
Jewish families that settled in Savannah in 1733 A

prominent attorney in Savannah from 1809 untii his death, a

ember of the Georgia Legislature from 1820-21, and a cit
m

from 1B61-63, In the Georgia Hussars he attained the rank of
cornet. D'Lyon was a lifelong Democratic Party activist. He
married Leonora DelaMotta in 1818, & then, after her death in
childbirth, her sister Rebecca in 1820. He was the father of
fifve children, including Leonorean D'Lyon, a professor of

languages, James W. D'Lyon,a Westpoint graduate, and Lecnora
Hebrew

ar.
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I. Introductiorn
Levi Sheftall D'Lyon is a man who seems destined

his contributions to the city of Savannan
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to Georgia are significant., after thi

ailzation, they will again fade back into the mists of

Aithough Levi D'Lyon faithfully served Savannah as an

cime.
alderman for seven administrations and sat on the benches of
the City Court and the Court of Common Pleas, there is ro
¥aown portrait or photograph of him.' While tracking his
political and professional life proved uncemplicated, the

documentatlion about his personal life contained gaps and

errors. Perhaps some of the difficulty lay in the many
vadriations on the spelling of D'Lyon. His handwritten wil}

and two extant letters in the Jeorgia Historical Society

T t

reveal that he spelled his name "D'Lyon, although almocat all

spelling "Delyon." Levi Sheftall D' yeon is not even buried
in tne proper plot in the Laurel Grove Cemetery records His

Glenda Anderson, the City of Savannah librarian, and
her staff were very genersus with their time in searcnaing the
31ty Hall Archives for a picture of Judge I'Lyon.
Unfortunately, their effor:ts were unsuccessful

*Writers ZProject (WPA) General Index to Keeper's
Record Books, 1£#5:-1938, Laurel Grove Cemetery vol. 1 (A-F)
{(Zavannah: Worke Progress Administration, Project # 465-34-2
148, 1939) Handtyped edition, no page numbers. Levi D'Lyon's
ploz is listed as 1401 A visit to Laurel Grove Cemetery
on April 30, 1992, revealed that he is actu uaily buried in the
next plot, number 1402
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Familiy Background

Levi Sneftall I'lyon was a member of a notable Favannan
wish tamiiy. The nistory of the D'Lyon family in America

tinked with That of Savannah Jewry from its beginnin

ntil the years succeeding the Revolution, the
Jewish history of Savannah was practizally confined
t0 tne records of the families of Sheftal: Minis,
and D'Lyon CE

vi Sheftall D'Lyon was the great-grandson of Abranam

Lyon. one of the thirty-four original Jewish settlers of

Savannan who arrived shortly afrer Oglethorpe:

On July 11,1733 a ziny vessel rode the harbor of
Georgia's first and then infant town of Savannah

. Wearied from <heir sengthy trip, there landed
on the so0il of Georgia . . . Abraham D'Lyon.*

T

22ing the Portuguese Inguisition, Abrakam o iyon was a

intner. His wife, Esther Nunez. and Rebecca, his oldest

caild, arrived later that year via London.® Abraham D'Lyon

guccessiul due to a lack of financial suppor

Trustees for his endeavor.s
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*Ecdmund H. Abrahams, "Some Notass on t
the Sneftalls of Georgia," Publications of the Amprl ~a
] ; ; ~ 1 171 JUTT T : T 7
wish Historical Seciety, Vol XVII (17), 171

ery
n

“Ibid., 168-9.

*Malcolm H. Stern, “The Sheftall Diaries: Vital
ords of Savannah Jewry, 1733-1808," Publications of the
torical Society, vol. LIV (54), 247.

*Charles C. Jones, "Settlement of the Jews in
orq1a " Publicaticons of the American Jewish Historical
ociety, vol. I, 1D.
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It is likely that the D'Lyons

Lo
Fes
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a=ily 1n Savannah to lcse a loved

No special burial ground was at first provided by
the Jewish settlers. One of the family of Jelyon
must have Deen among the first stricken, because a
donor of that name dedicated a small tract of land

o

for a family burial ground, and interments were
made therein. This became known as the 'Delyon
Cemezery' . . . It is a local tradition that a Jew
other than this particular family died, application
was made for the use of the Delyon Cemetery and
permission wasg refused.”

James Oglathorpe allocated land for a public Hebrew cemetery

after this incident, according to tradition.®

Levi Lyon's grandfather, Isaac, was the fourth child
of Abranam D'Lyon and Zsther Nunez. Isaac D'Lyon married
Rimah Teobias of Charleston in September 1762. Their fourth
child, Abraham D'Lyon, was the father of Levi D'Lyon.*®

Abraham D'lyon married Sarah Sheftall on June 1., 1785 in
Savannah. Levi Sheftall D'Lyon is the fourth of this

couple's ten children' and is named after his maternal
grandfather.'' Like his D'Lyon grandson and namesake, Levi
Sheftall had also married into the DelaMotta family. His
bride was Kebecca DelaMotta, the great-aunt of Levi D'Lyon’'s

- n v -

two wives, Leonora and Rebecgca, '

“Abrahams, "Early History of the Sheftalls,"” 172.

#Ibid., 172.

oen
~J

®Stern, Jewish Families,
'“"Stern, "Shef:tall Diaries," 250.
"'John Sheftall, interview by author, May 21, 1992.

'=Stern, Jewish Families, 56.



cII. Early Life in Savannah

-

Levi Sheftall D'Lyon was Dorn in Savannah con Jctober 2°
-791.'% No records were discovered regarding his cnildhood

nis education.'* In the spring of 1809, at the age o
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nireteen, Levi was admitted to the Bar in the
of Chatham County.'® Whether he practiced law alone or wit
a partner during his earliest years as an attorney is

unkncwn. However, by July 4, 1322, he was in a law practice

with Jacob DelaMotta, his brother-in-law and distant

cousin. '® On that date, the law office of DelaMotta and

- D'Lyon was moved to "the room formerly occupied as the

rgian [newspaper] office over Mssrs. Candry and Dulaure's
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confectionery store.

On June 29, 1809, Levi published a lengthy article in
the Republican and Savannah Evening Gazette newspaper in

which he proposed to publish written Superior Court deciszions

'#Stern, Jewish Families, S7.

'+ Levi “’Lyoq oldest son, Leonorean, graduated from

Yale University "by special act" at the age of sixteen,
according to Henry Cohen, "The Jews in Texas,"” Fublications
of the American Jewish Historical Society. vol. IV (18B%6),15.

is likely that Levi may have sent to his son to his own
ma mater. Yale was a popular institution with Georcgia
milies in the post-Revolutionary days. Sneftall (c¢.f
nterview, May 21, 1992) also suggested that Levi may have
tudied law under Judge Litchfield at his private school.
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'"®*The Savannah Republican and Savannah Evening Ledger
Savannah, Georgia) May 2, 1809, p. 3, c. 2.

'$Stern, Jewish Families, 56, and Sherftall (c.f.
interview, May 21, 199%2).

'"The 5avannah Museum, {(3avannah, Georgia) March 28,




























































































































