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With the cynicism of the late twentieth century,

rags-to-riches tales of American immigrants seem rather trite.

At best, they are the tales of poverty-stricken immigrants who
have risen a few rungs on the social ladder; at worst, they are
the tales of robber barons who exploited their fellow immigrants

to achieve great wealth.

William Kehoe's story, though, is the epitome of the
American success story. It could have come straight out of the

pages of a Horatio Alger story, but it did not. William Kehoe

came to America with nothing but hope for a better life. In his
lifetime he amassed a great fortune and an even greater respect.
And he did so with dignity, fairness, and compassion., William

Kehoe's story proves that the American Dream is within reach of

anyone who has the heart to believe,

EARLY LIFE

William Kehoe was born in the County Wexford, Ireland on 21

August 1842.'He was one of seven children born to Johanna (Rath)
and Daniel Kehoe.QDaniel worked as a tenant farmer on his wife's
family's land.3

The first eight years of Kehoe's 1life in Ireland are a

mystery. Economic hardships and English oppression of the Irish

Y
sent the family on a voyage to the United States in 1850. On the




28 February 1851, the Kehoe family arrived in Savannah? The only

pparent reason why the family chose gavannah is that was all the

fare their meager savings would allow.L

The family settled into the 0old Fort District7— an area
occupied by savannah's poor Irish immigrants. A few years later,
paniel died during a yellow fever epidemic.% Kehoe's older
prothers and sisters worked a variety of labourious Jjobs to

[¢

provide for the family.

INDUSTRIAL GIANT

Kehoe was educated in the public schools of Savannahrjbut
there is no evidence that he went on to a university or a trade
school. His first career experience was making bullets in Selma,
Alabama for the confederacy during the Civil Warﬁ

Ironwork in Savannah was beglnning to burgeon, with the
Irish immigrants leading the way. At the close of the war, Kehoe
was employed as a moulder at Savannah Machine and Boiler Works.'3
in 1873, James Monahan, a partner in Savannah Machine and Boiler
Works, left the company and set up another machine foundry on Bay
and Randolph, pringing along William Kehoe and John RourkeT‘Four
years later, he left the foundry to Thomas Mulligan and set up
shop a hundred feet away at the Phoenix Architectural Works. By
1877, Kehoe had become foreman at the Phoenix foundry. When
Monahan died in 1878, he willed the iron works to his wife,

’}
Ellen, and William Kehoet Two years later, Kehoe bought out

Ellen Monahan's share of the foundry for $4000 and Phoenix
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y BEHOE'S IRV WORKS

2 ' FORMERLY

SAVANNAH, GEORGIA,

MANCFACTURERS OF

CASTINGS QOF ALL KINDS,

SUGAR MILLS AND PANS

A SPECIAILTY.

These Mills are manufacturedin the best possible manner, with heavy Wrought
Iron Shafts, and Rollers of the best Charcoal Pig Iron, turned up perfectly true,
They are heavy, strong and durable, and guaranteed capable of grinding the
heaviest fully matured cane. Our Pans are cast bottom down, are smooth and
uniform in thickness. Having unsurpassed facilities. WE GUARANTEE OUR
PRICES. : WM. KEHOE & CO.

New York Opster and Chop House,

Nos. 23,25 & 27 Drayton St., Cor. Broughton,
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA.

The most complete and finest fitted up Restaurant and Oyster
' House in the South for Ladies and Gentlemen.

The fo)lowin& well-known and highly appreciated Oysters are received by
every Steamer,®viz: . .

BLUE .POIN'I‘, SADDLE ROCK,

EAST RIVER, SHREWSBURY.
Bar supplied with the finest brands of Imported and Domestic

ALES, WINES, LIQUORS AND CIGARS.
",OPEN DAY AND NIGHT.

THOS, H. EXRIGHT, Proprictor,
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Architectural Wworks became Kehoe Iron Works.

By 1886, Kehoe employed 45 people with trade extending over
Georgia, South Carolina, Florida, and Alabama.’C| The foundry
primarily manufactured sugar mills and pans, and also specialised
in architectural iron work.JOThe site of the foundry was
especially advantageous because it was close to the Central of
Georgia Railroad spur that connected the iron works with the
savannah River shipp:l.ng.ay|

Near the turn of the century, many other iron works went out
of business, but Kehoe's foundry expanded and prospered. By 1903,
the iron works consisted of an iron foundry, a brass foundfy,
machine, blacksmith, and boiler shops, and various storehouses.R
The booming business forced Kehoe to enlarge the plant with an
additional machine and boiler shop?sThe iron works manufactured
boilers, engines, sugar mills and pans, light and heavy gray iron
castings, brass castings, shaftings, and pulleysf“fSpecialties
included: heavy forgings, marine eggineering and marine works,
and distillers' pumping outfits.:’l By 1906, the foundry was
employing 150 employees and earning an average annual aggregate
of $250,000. =" '

Kehoe owned all of thé land between Broughton Street, where
the first iron works was situated, east of East Broad Street and
the Savannah River?}After World War One, the Kehoes built a new
iron works on the river front, just east of the current Savannah

Y
Electric and Power Company building. The most unique feature of

the foundry was an underwater railroad that was used to bring up
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